ROBERT EDETN, TIi; GoverNor. 31

';’Jo bis Excellmy ROBERT EDE N, Efg;  Governor and Commander in Chicf in and
over the Province of Maryland.

The humble ADDRESS of the HOUSE of DELEGATES.
May it pleafe yor EXCELLENGQY,

I" the opening of this Seflion, you were pleafed to fay, ¢ that you had only to requeft,

«¢ that we would proceed to compleat the Bufinefs recommended to us at the opening ot
“ tne laft Sefion of Aflembly.”  We thall therefore taks up that Bufinefs as nearly as can be
done, in the fame State it was dropt by the late abrupt Piorogation.  We thould be wanting in
Duty to your Excellency, to the People and to ouifelves, were we to pafs over in Silcl{lcc‘zﬁ
Meafure, from which fo many ill Confequences flow. When we view, as its Effe&s, a confi-
derable Charge to the Province; a total Stagnation of Bufine!s for feveral Days; Bills of Im-
portance before both Houfes unfinithed, that muft be taken up anew ; the Journal of Accounts
laying before the Upper Houle; the Petitions of many Pcople defeated, or with Expence and
Difficulty renewed ; an knquiry into the Grievances ot others {topped, and the Parties laid un-
der a Neceflity cither of attending at a heavy Expence, or going away unheard ; a publick Ut-
fender releafed, and publick Juftice evaded ; we cannot but complain of the Prorogation "as an
undue and ill advifed Exertion of Power: That Power, with which your Excellency, as fu-
preme Magiftrate, is confhitutionally invefted for the good of the People.  Whatever might
have been your Excellency’s Motive, we may be ailowed to conjecture, that as the immediate
Relcafement of Mr. William Stenart was to be the certain Effeét, his Commitment was the true
Caufe of the Prorogation ; and as we are unwilling that our Conduét fhould at any Time ap-
pear to your Excellency ia a difadvantageous Light, and think it our Duty to reprefent to you
the Mifbehaviour of your Officers, we take the Liberty of prefenting you with a Copy of a
Report from the Committce of Grievances at the laft Seflion 1eiative to Mr. illiam Steuart, and
of the Refulves and Proceedings of this Houfe in Confequence of it: By which it will appear,
that he, as Clerk of the Land-Ofhce, by Initruétions from his Principals, had taken Notes ot
Hand for the Payment of Fees according to Proclamation or Regulation, which fhould happen,
and had alfo tendered and adminiftered an Oath not appointed or requircd by Law. Thhefe are
Attempts, may it pleafe your Excellency, which, as Guardizns of publick Liberty, we are in-
difpenfably obliged to take Notice of, and to fupprels in their very Beginnings : ‘F'hey are fuch
a Violation of the Law, fuch an Invafion of the Right of the Subjet, as cannot be fubmitted
to by a free People.

‘The Proprictor has no Right, Sir, either by himfelf, or with the Advice of his Council, to
eftablifh or regulate the Fees of Office; and could we perfuade ourfclves, that you could pofii-
bly entertain a different Opinion, we fhould be bold to tell your Excellency, that the People of
this Province ever will oppofe the Ufurpation of fuch a Right.

We will not fuppofe that your Excellency had any Knowledge of, or could poflibly counte-
nance thefe Tranfaétions ; and, therefore, we can with the greater Freedom remontftrate againft
the Condu& of the Honourable Benedi&? Calvert and Gesrge Steuart, Efquires, who have thus da-
ringly infulted the whole Legiflature at that Time aflenivled for the very Purpofe of regulating
Ofhcers Fees, by attempting to introduce a Regulation of Fees by Proclamation ; a Meafure
odious to the whole Province, to thofe, efpeciaily, who can remember the Time when the ille-
gal Project was firft fet on Foot. We are perfuaded that your Excellency will; upon every
Occafion, pay a duc Regard to our conftitutional Rights; and as we cannot but view thefe
Proceedings of the Regifters of the Land-Office as very high Mifdemeanors, and have thought
it our Duty to remonitrate againit them, we will not entertain a Doubt but that your Excel-
lency, upon this Information of the reprefentative Body, will alfo confider them as great In-
fringements of the Rights of the People, and will immediately call thole Officers before you,
and fignify your Difpleafure at, and Difapprobation of, their Conduct; and it is our Requeft
that, upon a Repetition of the Offence, your Excellency will, without Hefitation, difplace
them from their Office. 'T'he impofing an Oath without the Authority of Law is an Offence {o
arbitrary and dangerous in its Nature, that we fhall fubmit to your Excellency, how prudent it
~may be to continue Mr. [Zilliam Steuart in the Magiftracy. .

Which was read and affenited to, and figned by Order of the Houfe by the honourable Speaker,

ORrpERED, That Mr. Smallwoeed and NMr. W¥ootton do acquaint his Excellency, that this Houfe
hath prepared an Addrefs to be prefented to him, and delires to know when and where he will
be pleafed to receive it.

They‘return, and acquaint Mr. Speaker, that the Governor fignificd he would receive the
Addrefs immediately in the Council-Chamber. ~
. Ol?lDERED, That Mr. Speaker, attended by the whole Houfe, do prefent the Addrefs to his
xcellency. o

Mr. Speaker, upon his Return, reports, that he delivered the Addrefs to his Excellency.

’T‘I he Meflage from the Upper Houfe, brought in by Daniel Duluny, Efq; was read a Second
ime.

ORDERED, That Mr. Ringgold, Mr. Y. Hall, Mr. Fobnfon, Mr. Tilghman, Mr. I¥orthington,
Mr. W. Paca, Mr. Chafe, Mr. Bordley, and Mi. Allen, do prepare and bring in a Meflage in
Anfwer thereto.

ORDERED, That Mr. Allen do acquaint the Reverend Mr. Facoh Hindman, that he is requefted
b‘): th.‘lSS Houle to read Divine Service, every Morning during this Scllion, at: Three Quarters
after Seven,
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